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Part 2:
A. The Reception of the Spirit for Missions
Acts 1:8, NRSV
B. The Responsibility of the Spirit in Missions.

C. The Role of the Spirit in Missions.

The Mission Call
1. His Ministry in Communicating with the parties Concerned:
Acts 13:1, 2

The Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.

a. The Candidates must hear the Call – I have called them

13:2b

b. The Chief brethren must be Convinced – prophets and teachers…fasted and prayed
13:1, 3a cf. 15:22

c. The Church must Confirm – the church… laid their hands on them.
13:1, 3b

Note: Their Cosmopolitan diversity and unity in Conceding to the Spirit’s Call.
13:3

i. Barnabas was a Levite, and of the Country of Cyprus,
4:36 
ii. Simeon was also a Jew; Latin nickname Niger indicated that he moved in Roman Circles.
iii. Lucius was from Cyrene in North Africa.
Cf. 11:20
iv. Manaen had high Contacts in the Court of Herod the tetrarch.

v. Saul, a Jew trained in Rabbinical schools who had Converted to Christianity.

Despite their variegated backgrounds, these men functioned as one.
d. The Congregation must Commend – they sent them away.
13:3c

2. His Ministry in Calling whom He Chose.

a. The Call came when the chosen were Serving
13:2, 1

i. As they ministered to the Lord

13:2

ii. As they Led in the church - they were among the prophets and teachers
13:1

b. The Call was unto the Spirit: Separate Me… for the work unto which I have called them
i. It was the Spirit Calling (separating), not what they Cared to Commit unto.
The verb “set apart” (aphorizō) is used of three separations in Saul’s life:

· At his birth he was separated to God by His Grace.
Gal. 1:15
· At his conversion he was set apart unto the Gospel of God.
Rom. 1:1
· In Antioch he was separated for a specific service by the Holy Ghost.
Acts 13:2
ii. It was what the Spirit Chose for them to do, not what they felt they Could or could not do.  
Cf. God’s Call of the following to specific tasks:
· Abraham obeyed My voice, and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes…My laws. 
Gen. 26:5
· Moses: God called unto him…and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I…
Exo. 3:4, 10

Come…I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth My people…out of Egypt.

· Jeremiah: Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth 
out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.
Jer. 1:5

· Saul: he is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: for I will show him how great things he must suffer for My name's sake.
Acts 9:15
c. The Call was Specific: Separate Me… for the work unto which I have called them
13:2b

i. The Spirit was their Master and they were God’s Servants – Separate … Barnabas and Saul.
· Thus, the Lord’s Servant: 
Josh. 1:1, 13, 15; 24:29; Jud. 2:8; Psa. 36 (Title); Rom. 1:1; Tit. 1:1

· Thus the Lord’s Labourer 

Mt. 9:37, 38; Lk. 10:2

· For we are labourers together with God (KIV)/God's servants (NRSV)/ workers (NIV) I Cor. 3:9

· Ct. the full-time worker??? – Are not all members full-time workers of the Lord?
Cf. II Cor. 6:1
ii. The Spirit would direct them, not the Mission Board or the Church.
16:6-10
The Spirit Gave the order to Go – For the work unto which I have called them
13:2
Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot.
8:29
· The Spirit Caught away Philip when he Completed his assignment.
8:39
· The Spirit Forbade the preaching Forth of the Word in Asia and Bithynia.
16:6, 7
· The Spirit Opened the door to Macedonia and they Obeyed:
16:10
We endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called 
us for to preach the gospel unto them.
3. His Ministry to the Church in Confirming and Commending.
a. The Cause for Commendation – it is biblical.

i. At the Conclusion of their first Missionary Journey, 

Paul and Barnabas sailed back to Antioch, where they had been Commended 
to the grace of God for the work that they had Completed.
Acts 14:26, NRSV
ii. At the Commencement of Paul’s second Missionary Journey,


Paul Chose Silas and set out, the believers Commending him to the grace of the Lord.
15:40, NRSV Ct. We dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: 
…measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.
II Cor. 10:12
b. The Confirmation for Commendation.
i. The Candidate must be Convinced – being convinced that God had called us
Acts 16:10

ii. The Church must Confirm and Commend – 
· when they had fasted and prayed.
– to Convince themselves and to Confirm that it was the Lord’s call. 

· and laid their hands on them.
– to Associate (identify) with them and to Assure them their support.
· they sent them away.
– to Release them and Recommend them to others.
Acts 13:3
c. The “Ceremony” of Commendation.

[Commendation  = the action of a local assembly in setting apart and commissioning the candidate for Christian service.]

i. The Praying for the Party concerned - when they had fasted and prayed
ii. The Literal Laying on of hands - laid their hands on them, not an “ordination” to pass on…

iii. The “Letting go” (sent) of a Local church member Called by the Spirit for Cross-Cultural mission.

Note: they sent them away is apoluo = to free fully, i.e. (lit.) relieve, release, dismiss.
13:3
Ct. 
sent forth by the Holy Ghost is ekpempo = to despatch, send away (forth).
13:4

4. His Ministry of Companionship to the Commended Servants in their Ministry.

Acts 13:4-10
a. Saul and Barnabas were sent Forth by the Spirit.

13:4
b. Saul…was…Filled with the Holy Spirit.

13:9, NIV
c. In the Mission Field, note Paul and Barnabas…
i. Fully used the Sword of the Spirit and preached the word of God.

13:5
ii. Found a…sorcerer and False prophet who would be their Foe to turn others from the Lord.
13:6-8 NIV
iii. Thus, began the Fight with spiritual Forces. Hence, the need to be Filled with the Holy Spirit.

13:9-11
iv. Finally, Sergius exercised Faith and believed, for he was amazed at the teaching about the Lord. 13:12, NIV
v. There would be Fruits, but there would also be Frustrations as when John Mark left them, 
but they remained Faithful when on the Mission Field.

Cf. 15:36-40
Appendix:

5. The Caring Commitment of the Church in Commendation. 

[As suggested in the Handbook for Elders of Commending Churches by AMT, 1998]
Phil. 1:5
a. Care Prior to leaving: Cf. …for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now. 


i. Oversight to familiarise the church with the Candidate, the Country, the Conditions, etc. re: the mission.

ii. Appointment of an elder for Personal Pastoral care and a member to coordinate efforts.

iii. The Church to get to know the Candidate in Closer fellowship, to know needs, goals, mission, etc.

iv. The Church to be involved in Prayer fellowship and Practical partnership.

Phil. 1:5


Cf. I thank my God…for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now.
b. Care when Present in the field:

i. Regular contact to maintain Relationship through calls and correspondence.

ii. Keeping in touch with home base through Multi Media.

iii. Group Prayer support and Personal rapport to be cultivated.

iv. Short term Missions and visits by leaders or Members to encourage.

c. Care for the Periodical return home on assignment:

i. The need in the early period to take time for Rest, Recreation and Renewing of family Relationships.

ii. Arrange for early Review meeting so that pastoral needs are identified and met.

iii. Arrange for opportunities to Rehearse formally and informally.


Acts 14:27, 28

iv. Arrange to share Reports with other assemblies.

d. Care to Provide for the worker’s return from the field.

Often workers after a long time in the field return home to a new environment, loss of old friends, and financial support for retirement, etc. Provisions should be made for such a time.

Con.  
God, the Father Plans for Missions.


God, the Son is the Purpose for Missions.


God, the Spirit is the Power for Missions.
